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DIRECT SERVICES FOR WOMEN 

♀ 

LEGAL COUNSELING, LITIGATION, STRATEGIC COURT CASES 
 
 814 legal consultations provided by lawyers, including: 

 
381 personal consultation, 433 telephone consultations, 197 consultations 
for new women that come to organization for the first time  
 
 91% of legal consultations were related to domestic violence 

problem, or provided for women-victims of domestic violence. 
Other consultations are related to issues related to work and job 
disputes, inheritance, property disputes. 
 

 Cases of 42 women – victims of domestic violence have been 
supported in courts by organization attorneys – 124 court 
hearings in total. Majority of cases related to issues of 
administrative offence on domestic violence and appeal of 
discriminative court decisions in such cases, restraining orders, 
bodily injuries and moral damage compensation, spouse property 
division, children custody and visitation. 

 
 Particular attention was paid to restraining orders cases: 

 

4 cases of issuance of a restraining order, which prohibits the perpetrator 
to stay in a place of cohabitation with the woman and children, including: 

 

• 1 case (Lychakiv District Court of Lviv) - issued a restraining order 
prohibiting the offender from staying at the victim's place of residence and 
approaching it and her place of work for a term of 6 months. The decision 
is not executed, the offender refuses to leave the house, representation in 
a criminal case concerning non-compliance with a restrictive order is 
carried out. 

• 2 cases (Zaliznychnyj District Court Lviv, Turkivsky District Court of Lviv 
region) - court refused to issue a restraining order, appeal is ongoing, 
preparation of a complaint to the European Court of Human Rights. 

• 1 case - was not considered in connection with the court's decision on 
eviction of the perpetrator. 

♀ 

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY 

 205 psychological consultations and psychotherapy sessions were 
conducted by psychologist to women who have suffered from 
domestic violence on depression, anxiety disorders, panic attacks, 
PTSD, etc. Every client completes an anonymous questionnaire 
after each consultation. Level of satisfaction with psychological 
services - 4.9 out of 5. 
 

 5 Training programs “Psychological aspects of domestic violence 
and mobilizing internal resources for combating violence" for 57 
women were conducted. 

 



THE MAIN RESULTS OF THE LEGAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES WERE 
THE FOLLOWING: 

 Women got necessary legal and psychological support for 
protection from domestic violence and solving related problems; 
 

 Women learned how to identify symptoms of post-traumatic stress 
disorder, depression, and their consequences, and what to do to 
protect themselves and children from possible violence; 
 

 Women got skills and knowledge on necessity of measures to 
ensure security for themselves and children. 

Legal and psychological services was funded by The Sigrid Rausing Trust 
and the Open Society Foundation 

  

L. first approached Women’s Perspectives office in 2008. She lived with her son 
and husband, and her two children from previous marriage. During a few 
months husband became aggressive and violent. After her teenage daughter 
from previous marriage reported attempted rape by her husband L. decided to 
report domestic violence to police.  L. needed help in protection from violence 
and property division, as she could not longer stay at the same apartment with 
violent husband. We helped L. to report and support cases on domestic 
violence and bodily injuries, and file a claim for division of property – joint 
apartment that couple bought in marriage. In a few months L. was brutally 
beaten by her husband and forced to pick up her children and flee the 
apartment. She went to her parents' home 100 km far away from Lviv. Children 
had to change schools, she had to take a train to work in Lviv. One-year later 
court found ex-husband guilty of causing medium bodily injuries, but released 
him from punishment under the amnesty law because he had a minor son. The 
fact that the man committed violence and drove his son out of the house was 
not taken into account by the court. Discriminatory court decision in the case of 
the division of property, the common apartment was recognized as personal 
private property of the husband. The Court of Appeal upheld the decision. The 
appeal against the decisions in the cassation instance and the new trial lasted 
more than 5 years. In total it took 8 years to get a court decision establishing 
that she is the owner of 50% of the apartment. But it was not the end of 
violence. The ex-husband continued to come to them, insult, and threaten her 
and the common son, abusing parental rights, refused to pay alimony, filed 
paternity lawsuits. L. appealed to the court with a claim for deprivation of 
parental rights. The claim was denied. After that, the 15-year-old son himself 
went to court to sue his father. In 2018, the court's final decision on 
deprivation of parental rights was issued. L. decided to drop cases on not 
paying alimony just to stop any communications with ex-husband. 

It's been 10 years since L. first came to our organization, 12 court cases in 
various instances, more than 50 court hearings…  



TRAINING ON ENSURING RIGHTS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
VICTIMS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER SERVICES 

 

Training on ensuring rights of domestic violence victims and 
implementation of the new Domestic violence legislation that entered into 
force in January 2018 for responsible bodies and institutions – 47 trainings 
in total: 

 35 trainings - for law enforcement (investigators, patrol police, 
district police officers) in Lviv and rural areas of Lviv region – 665 persons  
 8 trainings -  for representatives of children’s rights and social 

services departments of local state administrations and self-governments 
in Lviv and rural areas of Lviv region, teachers at schools and colleges – 125   
persons  
 4 trainings - for students – 63 persons  
 1 training - for attorneys of Free Legal Aid Centers – 23 persons  

We moderated teleconferences of institutions that works with victims of 
domestic violence "How to respond to cases of domestic violence in a 
comprehensive manner" May 21, 2018 and May 24, 2018. 

We took part and moderated panel discussion "Effective interaction and 
collaboration of state institutions and public for the purpose of effective 
protection of violated rights and legitimate interests of children and 
persons who have suffered from domestic violence" April 02, 2018. 

Trainings were funded by The Sigrid Rausing Trust 

 

 

 



LOCALIZATION OF UKRAINE’S INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS 
ON GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS AT THE LOCAL 
LEVEL – ENSURING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL PLAN 
OF ACTION IN UKRAINE "WOMEN, PEACE, SECURITY" AND 
CEDAW CONCLUDING OBSERVATION FOR UKRAINE 2017  

 Recommendations for the new National Action Plan on 1325 UN 
Security Council Resolution that is planned to be adopted in 2019 
were developed based on international experience and best 
practices, as well as a result of implementing present National 
Action Plan and local policy documents. 

 In seven target regions (Lviv, Chernivtsi, Zakarpattya, Vinnytsya, 
Chernihiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Rivne) implementation of  the National 
Plan of Action on UN Security Council Resolution 1325 "Women, 
Peace, Security", CEDAW Concluding observations for Ukraine and  
National Social Program on Equal Rights and Opportunities for 
Women and Men for the period up to 2021 were discussed with 
representatives of relevant Social Policy Departments of Regional 
State Administrations, Centers of social services for family and 
youth, law enforcement, NGOs, the media, in particular challenges 
and ways for solutions. Total number of participants in the round 
table discussions "Tools for ensuring gender equality in the world 
and in Ukraine" was 169 persons. 

 

 

 



 

 

 Working groups including representatives from regional state 
administration, social services, police, NGOs and other related bodies 
established and trained in all target regions (151 persons in total). On the 
training "Planning of local programs and plans for gender equality in the 
region" they received necessary knowledge on gender, gender equality, 
international standards for policy documents on gender equality, Ukraine 
obligations according to 1325 UN Security Council Resolution and CEDAW, 
as well as SMART approach to program development. 

 Local working groups and representatives of responsible bodies received 
consultative support concerning effectiveness of developing the draft 
program document, planned indicators, etc. during the monitoring 
meetings and by telephone and Skype consultations provided by project 
experts.  

 Draft policy documents on gender equality were developed in Lviv, Rivne, 
Vinnytsya, Chernivtsi regions. 

 The closing of the National Conference "Localization of Ukraine's 
International Commitments on Gender Equality and Women's Rights at 
the Local Level" tool place November 10, 2018 in Lviv. The experience of 
local programs on gender equality development, current challenges for 
achieving real goals towards gender equality in different regions of 
Ukraine were discussed. Participants had opportunitiy to share practices 
and experience, to discuss recent policy documents adopted on national 
level and its correspondence with international standards and obligations, 
as well as reccomendations developed by project experts. Total number 
of participants 48 persons. National Conference Resolution that include 
recommendations developed and discussed during the conference 
adopted.  

 

 

 
Activities was funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 



STRENGTHENING START-UP NGOS AND INITIATIVE GROUPS OF 
VULNERABLE WOMEN THAT FACE MULTIPLY DISCRIMINATION 
– MINI GRANTS PROGRAM 

On August 1, 2018, the Center “Women's Perspectives” announced a mini-
grant Call for proposals for women's NGOs and initiative groups to increase 
the solidarity and take into account the needs of various target groups of 
women in their activities and bring public attention to multiple 
discrimination against women.  

Total number of grant proposals received was 263. The grant committee, 
which included 3 experts from different regions of Ukraine, selected and 
recommended to support 10 project proposals. Among them 9 NGOs and 1 
initiative group were supported.  

Among the supported project activities are the following:  

 video film about the lives of homeless women;  
 bringing attention to discrimination against women in the front line 

in conflict zone;  
 bringing attention to the discrimination of queer-feminists and LBT 

women;  
 bringing attention to the problems of women who are released 

from places of imprisonment, HIV positive women;  
 mobile performance about the stories of IDPs women. 

The implementation of all projects started on January 1, 2019 and will 
continue until June 31, 2019. 

Mini grants Program was funded by the Open Society Foundation 

TRAININGS ON GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH 

Trainings on gender-based violence (domestic violence, sexual abuse) 
prevention, children’s rights and prevention of violence among children 
and youth, prevention of violence against girls – 17 trainings conducted in 
total, 261 children participated. 

The main issues that were discussed at the trainings were types and forms 
of gender-based violence; domestic violence and consequences for 
children; violence against women and girls; prevention of violence on a 
date; children’s rights, etc. 

Trainings were funded by The Sigrid Rausing Trust 

 

 



IMPROVING INTERACTIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS WITHIN 
THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT OF UKRAINE AND STRENGTHENING 
IT - FEMINISM AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS EVENTS 

 
FEMINIST INTENSIVE II (School on Feminism and Women's Rights) was 
conducted during October 24-26, 2018 in Slavske, Lviv region. 

 
 Experienced well-known feminists who have been engaged in the 

promotion of feminism in Ukraine for a long time, as well as young 
activists who just start to integrate into feminism participated. 
 

 The main efforts of participants were focused on analysing existing 
challenges and developing strategies to overcome these challenges. 
The main challenges that were identified from right radical groups, 
anti-gender initiatives of religious groups, as well as anti-feminist 
initiatives and practices in human rights and women's 
organizations. 
 

 Strategies for joint advocacy actions were developed, Facebook 
group created to continuing work on strategies implementation. 
Participants planned joint advocacy actions against anti-gender 
initiatives Vsi Razom, as well as joint actions for 16 Days against 
gender violence, in particular focused on sexual violence and recent 
changes in Criminal Code of Ukraine regarding rape and sexual 
violence. 

 
Feminist Intensive was funded by The Sigrid Rausing Trust and the Open 
Society Foundation 
 

 
 

 
 



Co-organization of FEMENCAMP for girls students initiated by NGO “VIS”, 
that took place July 17-23, 2018 in Busha Vinnytsya region. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
32 young women-students from 13 regions of Ukraine participated in the 
FemenCamp.  
 
The main goal of the FemenCamp in 2018 was "Strengthening the Capacity 
of Girls from Different Regions of Ukraine through Networking and 
Improving Knowledge and Capacities on Gender Equality, Women's Rights 
and Gender Mainstreaming, and Gender Discrimination through Intensive, 
Creative Informal Education." We believe that the goal has been 
successfully achieved, as participants not only participated in all trainings, 
workshops, lectures, master classes, but also had the opportunity to 
practice the necessary skills in practice.  
 
Participants (95%) during the camps developed concepts and work plans of 
projects and activities in their communities, groups presented them and 
received feedback from trainers and their colleagues. They confirmed their 
intention to implement them during the year. 
 
FemenCamp was funded by The Sigrid Rausing Trust 
 
 
  



REGIONAL INITIATIVES TO INCREASE REPRESENTATION OF 
WOMEN IN COURTS AND JUDICIARY - STRENGTHENING THE 
LEADERSHIP OF WOMEN JUDGES AND WOMEN ATTORNEYS IN 
THE JUDICIARY, COURTS, AND THE BAR THROUGH THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PROFESSIONAL SKILLS AND SOFT SKILLS 

Development and implementation a joint training program for women 
judges and women attorneys aimed at enhancing personal, professional 
qualities and skills, and increasing the representation of women among 
judges and improving their knowledge of gender equality. The training 
program consisted of three training sessions (each session took 2 training 
days):  

 
 June 22-23, 2018 - Psychological aspects of balancing all important 
spheres (personal, family and professional life, etc.) – 29 participants; 

 

 

 July 20-21, 2018 - Communication in the professional 
environment (communication of the parties of the court 
process, with colleagues, with the media) – 22 participants; 
 
 August 10-11, 2018 - Leadership (Career planning, 
mentoring, etc.) – 25 participants. 

 
 

 
 
 

Based on the results of the sessions, Methodological materials on 3 
modules soft skills training had been developed and provided to National 
School of Judges of Ukraine. 

 



Training “Psychological aspects of balancing all important spheres” for 
trainers of the Lviv Branch of National School of Judges of Ukraine was 
conducted November 27-28, 2018 at the Conference hall of the 
Coordination Center for Free Legal Aid of the  Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, 
Legal Club "PRAVOKATOR", Lviv – 23 participants. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication events  
 

July 13, 2018, Communication meeting "Professional ethics and challenges 
for women in the legal profession" with lawyers from Rivne and Rivne 
region, in Rivne. Organized in partnership with the Council of Advocates in 
Rivne region, the Association of Lawyers in the Rivne region – 16 
participants. 

July 31, 2018, in cooperation with the Lviv Regional Branch of the NSJ 
Ukraine, a communication meeting/training "Women's Leadership and 
Professional Efficiency" for heads and deputy heads of the courts of Lviv 
region. The meeting was held at the Lviv Regional Office of the National 
School of Judges of Ukraine. 23 participants. 

Communication meetings "Women's Leadership and Professional 
Efficiency" was held in cooperation with the Lviv Regional Branch of 
National School of Judges Ukraine in Zakarpattya region, 16 participants; in 
Ivano-Frankivsk,  14 participants; in Lviv, 35 participants; in Chernivtsi 
region, 14 participants. 

 

Activities were funded by USAID New Justice Program. 

  



AWARENESS RAISING 
 

March 8 International Women’s Day 
 
Rally "Women's rights - human rights" was held on 08.03.2018 by the Lviv 
City Council building. 
 
The event received widespread publicity and coverage in media - over 40 
publications in printed and social media, 3 Rally video posted on YouTube, 
radio broadcasts on Radio Svoboda; Ukrainian Radio Lviv; Street Radio 
franchise, as well as wide coverage by participants on Facebook. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  



16 Days against Gender based Violence campaign 
 
In 2018 we translated to Ukrainian the educational cartoon Tea Consent to 
promote sex consent culture and explain the new legislation on rape and 
sexual violence that entered into force in January 2019.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVIs7h95GFQ .  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
After that we translated to Ukrainian the cartoon Consent for Kids 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89IJADyjlmQ 
 

 
 
In the frame of 16 Days Campaign 2018 we also organized 4 open lectures 
on Consent culture and Sex safety for kids. 

 
 



Update of informational materials according to the new domestic violence 
legislation: booklet "Violence in the family: where to go?", brochure 
"Domestic Violence: Possibilities for Solving the Problem" and booklet 
publication.  
 

 

Awareness raising activities was funded by The Sigrid Rausing Trust and 
the Open Society Foundation. 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND NETWORKING 

Lawyer Halyna Fedkovych participated in international discussions on 
Istanbul Convention/radical right backlash and presented domestic 
implementation of ECHR decisions in DV cases in a frame of Legal Training 
Academy for Women’s Human Rights October 16-20, 2018, Tbilisi, Georgia.  
 
 
 


